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1 INSIDEdance

lines berween art forms, combining
theatre, dance, music, and movement
to tell stories and, at the same time, to
inspire social action.”

Angelique, along with Eveoke Dancer/
Education Director, Ericka Moore made
a powerful statement with their co-Cre-
ation ‘Funkalosophy’ @ work based on
the observation of how fences are used
as barriers, predominantly in Jower
income areas. The performance is
staged with dancers individeally segre-
gated by a fence, representing the
oppression and division between class-
es and gender. In response 1o this pro-
duction, Theatre Critic, Pat Launer for
KPBS Radio explains, “The first act Is
jaw dropping... ‘Funkalosophy' is 2
thrilling evening of entertainment and
enlightenment, cne that ouches you
moves you and makes you think.”

Eveoke Dance Theatre is known for
more than creating such works as
“Funkalosophy.” Eveoke is the founding
organization of San Diego’s Annual “cel-
ebrate dance festival " Since 1996, the
“celebrate dance festival® has been a
major source of enriching the dance
community through offering three full
days of free dance performances and
workshops In one of San Diego's most
beautiful settings - Balboa Park

Every August, San Diego becomes a
darnce destination for more than 75
dance companies and over fifteen thou-
sand Southern California residents and
visitors. An amalgam of dance forms
are featured including, modern, jazz,
tap, ballet, hip-hop, butoh, plus many
contemporary and traditional folk
dances from around the world, Several
reputable dance companies participate
on an annual basis Including the San
Diego Ballet and Urban Tribal Dance
Company. Dance Critic, jennifer de
Poyen for the San Diego Union-Tribune
notes, *The Celebrate Dance has
become an indispensable part of the
local dance scene.”

Plans for the next “celebrate dance fes-
tval® from August 22-24, 2008 are
already underway. Leading up to the
maln event in August, Eveoke will hold
monthly workshops and mini perform.
ances at the Eveoke dance studio
Applications to participate in the event
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Eveols's “Rise”

Fricka Moore. Eveokes Fishtales®

will be available on the Eveoke website
in February 2008

For all artists, a time comes when
change is appropriate. Beginning In the
Fall of 2007, Angelique has decided 0
move on to a new chapeer in her life ©
focus on motherhood, dance, and her
interest in environmental Issues. "My
work with Eveoke has been enornmous-
ly fulfilling and | honor the Eveoke com
munity deeply for the gifts 1 have
received The time (s right for me. [ also
fesl | have fulfilled my potental as
Artistic Director. "Angelique will contin-
ue as an Advisor to help carry out the
Eveoke mission and co-founder Nikki
Dunnan, will assume the role of
Executive Director, while also continue
ing as Company Dancer and Maser
Teacher. Angelique shares, “Nikkl
Dunnan is extracrdinary in every way
and deserves a company as wonderful
as Eveoke. | know she will be a great
captain in our community.”

In August 2007, Angelique’s last work
as resident Artistic Director was pre-
miered. Dancers Nikki Dunnan, Becky
Hurt, Douglas Johnson, Erika Malone,
Elizabeth ‘Froggy’ Marks, Ericka Moore,
and Charlene Penner performed in the
multi-media production of “Rise - The
California Earth Project,” & collaborative
effort by Gina Angelique and Eveoke
Producer, Christopher Hall. For this doc-
umentary dance, Angelique and 1[4

prominent environmentalists com-
piled over one year of research based
on environmental studies of
California’s most at risk regions. With
so many environmental issues In the
world today, choosing which subject
matter 1o use for the documentary
dance was difficult. After much
debate, the issues addressed in "Rise”
were narrowed down to water poliu-
tion, energy debates, alr quality and
asthma, nuclear waste disposal,
wilderness protection, logging in the
Sequoias, and the water crises In the
Kiamath Water Basin

Angelique confides, "Rise was ms‘.;)nrodL
by a growing interest In the way all
issues converge in the environmental
movement. | love interviewing and lis-
tening in the community for dance
inspiration. The stories show each of us
our own ability to ‘rise’ and meet the
environmental challenges of the 21st
century. “Rise” shows that the heaith of
our earth Is inseparable from our own
health and weik-being.”

When asked, "What do you want your
audience to take from “"Rise - The
California Earth Project,” Angelique
enthusiastically responded, “Courage,
compassion, and an unavoidabie
canyon/scream in the gut and throat
which requires immediate and extend-
ed action.” Angelique beljeves that a
project as significant as "Rise” musi
continue to evolve. Plans to create a fol-
low up piece based on water issues in
California will be the next related proj
ect on the horizon

Beyond these years, Angelique con-
siders where she sees Eveoke Dance
Theatre 20 years from now. She
responds, "I see a big beautiful bulld-
ing filled with astonishing young
artists who are fulfilling their poten-
tial as agents of social improvement.
| see a raging community of patrons
who fight to spend every last dollar
making Eveoke accessible 1o all, and
healthy through and through. Iseea
new generation of Eveoke dance
stewards.”

To learn more about Eveoke Dance
Theatre visit www.eveoke.org Fot
questions or comments, please emal
minacommunications@gmail.com
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